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CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 2682 
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TAGS: MPOL, NATO, CA 

SUBJECT: PRESS REPORTS ON REDUCTION IN CANADIAN FORCES 

REF: A. OTTAWA 1766 

B. USNATO 2609 (NOTAL) 

1. UPON RECEIPT OF REF A, MISSION OFFICER CONTACTED CANADIAN 

DRC REP (COL SHEFFIELD) TO ASK WHETHER HE HAD ANYTHING TO ADD TO 
HIS REMARKS AT MAY 9 DRC MEETING ABOUT PRESS REPORTS ON POSSIBLE 
REDUCTION IN CANADIAN FORCES IN EUROPE (REF B ). SHEFFIELD HAD 
NOTHING NEW OF SUBSTANCE TO REPORT, EXCEPT TO SAY THAT PRESS REPORTS 
CONTAINED "GROSS INACCURACIES" ABOUT NATURE AND CURRENT STATUS 
OF DEFENSE REVIEW. HE SAID, HOWEVER, THAT HE HAD RECEIVED WORD 
FROM OTTAWA THAT MOD RICHARDSON WOULD HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY 
ABOUT DEFENSE REVIEW AT DPC MINISTERIAL MEETING ON MAY 22-23. 

2. MISSION SUPPORTS EMBASSY OTTAWA'S SUGGESTION THAT 
DEPARTMENT CONSIDER WEIGHING IN WITH GOC BEFORE DEFENSE 
REVIEW REACHES FINAL STAGES. WE NOTE THAT, IN ADDITION TO OBVIOUS 
SERIOUS IMPLICATIONS A MAJOR REDUCTION IN CANADIAN FORCES IN 
EUROPE WOULD HAVE FOR MAINTENANCE OF US FORCES HERE, SUCH A 
REDUCTION IN GROUND FORCES WOULD BE DIRECTLY CONTRARY TO FIRM 
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ALLIANCE POLICY ON MBFR. THE ALLIES HAVE REPEATEDLY DECLARED THEIR 
AGREEMENT, IN MINISTERIAL COMMUNIQUES OF BOTH NAC AND DPC, THAT 
NATO FORCES SHOULD NOT BE REDUCED EXCEPT IN THE CONTEXT OF AN 
MBFR AGREEMENT. THE UK, IN ITS DEFENSE REVIEW 
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ABIDED BY THIS AGREEMENT IN ASSURING THE ALLIES THAT NO 
REDUCTIONS WERE ENVISAGED IN THE CENTRAL REGION, IN ADVANCE OF 
AN MBFR AGREEMENT. THE NETHERLANDS, IN ITS DEFENSE REVIEW, 

HAS SIMILARLY STATED THAT THE DUTCH GOVERNMENT WILL CONFORM WITH 
AGREED NATO MBFR POLICY REGARDING UNILATERAL FORCE REDUCTIONS. 

3. CANADIAN ALL-AIR OPTION, WITH A 50 PERCENT REDUCTION OF 
CANADA'S NATO-COMMITTED PERSONNEL, COULD NOT BE IMPLEMENTED 
PRIOR TO AN MBFR AGREEMENT WITHOUT VIOLATING CANADA'S COMMITMENT 
THAT NATO FORCES SHOULD ONLY BE REDUCED IN THE CONTEXT OF MBFR. 
ALLIED UNITY ON THIS PRINCIPLE HAS GIVEN EACH NATO GOVERNMENT A 
STRONG ARGUMENT AGAINST PARLIAMENTARY PRESSURES FOR UNILATERAL 
TROOP CUTS OUTSIDE MBFR. ANY BREACH OF THIS PRINCIPLE WOULD INCREASE 
PRESSURE IN SEVERAL NATO COUNTRIES FOR UNILATERAL TROOP CUTS 
NOW, AND WOULD ENDANGER THE PROSPECTS FOR A SUCCESSFUL MBFR 
NEGOTIATION. 

BRUCE. 
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